      TEHAMA TOGETHER
General Meeting Minutes

September 2, 2009

332 Pine Street, Red Bluff

I.     Welcome and Introductions

The meeting was called to order at 1:00 pm by President Chris Pritchard with the following in attendance: Elaine Benwell Abeyta, Orle Jackson, Lupe Green
II. Announcements
A. Next meeting: The next meeting will be a pot luck to be held on Saturday September 12th at 4:00 pm 
B. Facility Update: Chris reported that she and Orle had met with Lynne Moule regarding her offer to provide Tehama Together with space.  From that meeting Chris said that Lynne had offered the use of room L, the adjoining conference room, the lounge and kitchen for use by Tehama Together rent free for six months. In addition she would provide free answering service, furniture and phone equipment.  Following discussion it was m/s/p that Chris would sign the rental agreement describing this generous contribution.
III. Unfinished Business
A.  North Valley Catholic Social Service Food Drive:  Some members reported that they had brought some food to be donated to the food pantry.  Chris indicated that she would ask other Tehama Together participants to bring food to the September 12th pot luck.
B. 501c3 Status Report:  Chris reported that she was working on the by-laws and would present them for review in the near future.
C. Community Garden Update:  Orle presented a revised draft of a prospectus for the community garden which he had prepared following the last meeting.  Following a discussion it was decided that the draft would be emailed to Tehama Together supporter with discussion to be held at the September 12th meeting.
IV. New Business
A. Board Membership:  In view of Elaine’s interest and regular participation in board meetings, it was suggested that Elaine consider membership on the board.  She said she was interested and would discuss it with her supervisor to see if it is ok with her agency. 

B.  New Facility Planning:  Discussions were held regarding needs for getting the office operational. Elaine suggested contacting the Computers for Classrooms program at Chico to determine the possibility of getting computers.  The need for a phone was discussed with Chris volunteering to contact the phone company to get information about setting up a line.  Chris also said she would look into having general business cards printed along with a four color two-sided postcard describing Tehama Together.  

C.  Educational Programs:  Orle mentioned that now with a facility we might move ahead with the sponsorship of some of the classes we had previously discussed.  It was decided that this would be a topic to be discussed at our upcoming pot luck meeting.   
D.  Grand Opening:  Following discussion it was m/s/p that we would hold a grand opening in November, either Wednesday November 7th or Saturday November 10th.  After reviewing the pros and cons of these dates, a decision will be made at the next meeting.
E.  Communication/Publicity:  An extended discussion was held regarding the need to improve our communication and publicity efforts.  When considering our email list, it was m/s/p that we would ask members of this group if they would want to join the board, be publicly known as a Friend of Tehama Together, remain on the list for information purposes or be deleted from the list.  Orle said he would draft an update of our activities and a corresponding cover memo for Chris to revise and send to the email .list.
V. Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 3:00 pm
